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THE REVEREND 
JOHN NAPLETON, D. D. 


CHANCELLOR OF THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD. 


 REVER END slk, 
Tus recollection of experienced 
favours, when privileged to officiate under 
. your patronage, emboldens me to caſt this 
"4 little Depoſit into the Treaſury of facred ; 
Truth, under the protection of your name— 
and to teſtify under Fad obligations Ir re- 2 


| main, „ 
Str, 
Your dutiful, 
Obliged humble ſervant, - 
„ 
28 D. | LLOYD. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
— 
TRE learned Reader will not be * to be, To Tis et; 
but Ti Miyeis: And the candid Public will give the Author credit, 
| ewhen be avers, be bas no other Views in the Publication of a 
Sermon, touching upon Politics, than ſimply the Advantages which he 
hopes may accrue to the Reader from a repreſentation of our Privileges 
as 4 Nation, CONTRASTED with thoſe of the Nations on the Con- 
tinem: -N other means, Fl is preſumed, can be fo effectual to con- 
ciliate our minds, and reconcile us to thoſe Burdens, which, at the 
Gy — * 7 affairs, 1 Janes i it 9 to impoſe. 


A 


THANKSGIVING SERMON. 


PSALM XXXI0L, "ENG 
PRAISE is COMELY. 8 


DRAlsE is ; the genuine language of a devout 


and thankful heart. It is, when applied tothe 


N Pax ENT or Goon, what gratitude 
temporal benefactor. It is an elevated and divine 
emanation of the ſoul---an i ingenuous and thankful | 
a acknowledgment of mercies received; its language 
is, „ What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his 
Kh a I will praife him---I will offer to him 
« the tribute of a thankful heart.” 
Io be thankful for favours conferred, is a mean 
to ſecure a continuance of them. That perſon who 
would receive gratuities, and protections, from a 
temporal benefactor, and remain unthankful and 
inſenſible to them, would deſervedly merit the ſtig- 


is to a 


ma of a low and ſordid ſoul; and might juſtiy be 


deemed unworthy of future favours. How much 
more culpable muſt that diſingenuous and irreligi- 


141 

dus perſon be, who ſeldom, if ever, offers up the 
tribute of praiſe and thankfulneſs to the Donor ox 
ALL Goop, who daily helpeth us, and pourerh 
© his benefits upon us!“ 

Bur we are this day called upon, by the wiſdom 
and diſcretion of the Legiſlature of the Realm, to 
commemorate God's goodneſs to us, upon a till 

larger ſcale---upon a higher account---not confider- 
ed as IN DIVIDVUALS, but as a CommuniTY; and to 
praiſe him for bleſſings vouchſafed, not to a ſingle 
family, or even a province, but to a Nation---to 
Kingdoms---to a Realm 

StNcx, therefore, © praiſe is comely * fince «jt 
< becometh well the juſt to be thankful,” it may 
be of uſe, briefly and pointedly, to conſider, What 

are our particular obligations to praiſe our divine 
GuaRDIan and BENETAcroR. 5 
0b is to be praiſed, for his Goopxrss---for 
his Powtr---and for his PROVIDENCE. 
God is to be praiſed for his Goonwzss---for the 
general inſtances of it, in creation, preſervation, and 
redemption- for our being, and well-being---for 

c giving us food and raiment, and fruitful ſeaſons, 

« filling our hearts with joy and gladneſs”---for our 

health and talents---our friends and cornforts---our 

preſervation and peaceful abodes;---above all, for 
our civil liberties and conſtitutional privileges; for 
the free exerciſe of our religion, and the conciliating . 


light and — of the Goſpel, 


E oY 

Many of theſe are figna! bleſſings! Inſtead of 
being born in a Chriſtian country, educated under 
the diſcipline of truth, and initiated in the principles 
of the religion of Chriſt, we might have drew our 
breath in the realms of Mahometan deluſion, Pagan 
Ignorance, or Popiſh ſuperſtition. Inſtead of hav- 
ing our lot caſt in a land where God is known, and 
praiſed, we might have been proſtrating ourſelves 
with the Indian upon the banks of the Ganges; pay- 
ing homage to the cleanſing ftream, or purifying 
flame; worſhipping the productions of the earth, 
or the hoſt of heaven; led away to dumb idols,” 


as numerous Pagan nations are to this day; living 


without hope, and without God in the world.” 


Surely, it is a ſignal inſtance of God's goodneſs to 


us, that our TENT has been fixed in a land profeſſing 


Chriſtianity; for which, perhaps, unconſcious fa- 


vour, it is our © bounden duty” to praiſe him. 
Bur we need not extend our views ſo far, in or- 
der to eſtimate the favours of the ALMIGnTy to this 
Nation. Gloomy as is the night, and dark as the 
repreſentation is which might be drawn, of Maho- 
metan and Pagan countries; yet, were we to viſit, 
only in imagination, neighbouring nations on the 
Continent, their ſtate, contraſted with ours, would 
appear like thoſe dark ſhades, which, in a picture, 
render the rays of light more viſible. 
 SvPpPoSE our native refidence to have been the 
nation of the French---we, like them, ſhould, of 
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courſe, have been borne down the mad torrent of 
the ſame wild and chimerical politics enthuſiaſti- 


cCully boaſting of Liberty, while the greateſt of Slaves 


Inſtead of poſſeſſing the advantages of a free, and 


equal, adminiſtration, we muſt have ſilently ſub- 


mitted our lives, our properties, our all, under the 
command and controul of cruel, tyrannical, and am- 


bitious uſurpers, who have depoſed and murdered 
their Prince---cut off and ſecluded the nobles of 


the realm---ſhut up all the houſes of God in the 


land; and, in effect, laid waſte his altars!---who, 
acknowledging no Deity but Nature, pay homage 
to no Supreme Power, but an Ipol of their own 
creation---a Phantom * which they call Li- 
. p 


Turk, ſecluded from the foſtering protection 


and ſecurity of TRUE LIBER TV, and coxsriru- 
TIONAL Laws, we muſt have groaned beneath the 
laſh of anarchial oppreſſors, and rigid requiſitions, 
under which the YovuTn, the bulk and flower of 
the realm, are bent' down to the horrid toil and 
ſcience of Wax; and, conſequently diſqualified, in 


a great degree, for the neceſſary and uſeful employ- 


ments, upon which the happineſs of domeſtic life, 
and good order of ſociety, depend. The art of 
war could never be deſigned for the many---for the 
huge maſs of mankind !---but, for proportionable 
and ſelect bands, to ſecure the laws and rights of 
nations, and maintain the balance of power. 


1 
Nor fo the nation of the French. Wherever their 
arms prevail, and their bloody ſtandard is erect- 
ed, how often, by a cruel uſurpation of power, are 
_ the Sons, the ſtay and comfort, perhaps, of aged 
parents, inhumanly dragged from their embrace, to 


the enſanguined field of battle---while the loſs, and 


| t reflection, may be ſuppoſed to bring the 
« grey hairs” of thoſe that begat them with for- 
« row to the grave!” 

TuxRR, the huſbandmen and ee of the 
land, the ſupport of numerous families, and the 
true pillars of the common: wealth, are, by the SW 
bitrary mandates of a Directory, hurried to the 
ſiege, like the ox to the ſlaughter,” where they 


| often drop, and leave behind them thouſands of 


diſconſolate widows, and unprotected orphans, who, 
in ſuch a land, muſt inevitably fall to poverty and 


diſtreſs a hapleſs prey! 

|  THnexx, the once honourable, the: 8.0 and af. 

fluent, have, upon the ſlighteſt pretext, and diſ- 

affection to the ruling faction, their property con- 
fiſcated for the pretended public funds; and are 
more unconſcionably robbed than, in England, 
they might have been by a banditti of highway- 
men: or, ſtill worſe, are baniſhed, without the 

Privilege of an appeal to law and juſtice, from their 5 
native land! 

_ Wext the Engliſh nation to nibibe French prin- 
ciples and politics; were the ſame diſorder and 
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anarchy to prevail here, at large; the fame conſe- 


quences muſt inevitably enſue. . When © the loweſt,” 
and moſt unprincipled, © of the people,” force their 


way to the helm of government, and the helm it- 
ſelf is conſtantly wreſted from hand to hand by un- 


ſkilful deſpots, what Ax r can fave that government 


from making ſhipwreck? Better were it, to be 
under the controul (admitting) of ONE tyrant, than 

the uſurpation of many. Hence we applaud the 
| commendable zeal of our Legiſlators, in uſing every 


ſpirited and energetic means, to ſtop the progreſs of 


French principles, and the ravages of their arms 
on the Britiſh ſhores---which I our Gop for ever 
3 to avert! 


| PRocttD we now to contraſt with theſe evils, 


25 the public as well as perſonal mercies; the natural, 
7 political, and religious bleſſings, we as a nation : 
enjoy. In theſe reſpects, Jointly conſidered, it will 


appear that · we are favoured above all other nations. 
Happy in our bountiful ſoil, and temperate cli- 
mate; in our commerce, which expands its ſails in 


every ſea, and furniſhes our marts with the pro- 
ductions of every clime !---how' has indulgent na- 
ture poured the ocean around us, as the ſtrongeſt 


and beſt ſecurizy of our country, and properties 


Happy, likewiſe, in our conſtitution and form of 


government, in which, far from being the ſlaves 
of regal power, the People, in common with the 


Sovereign, poſſeſs their reſpective rights, as invio- 


E 
lable and ſacred as are the pillars of the Engliſh 
' conſtitution. Shall I mention that well-known 
boaſt, and glory, of Britons,- LIBERTY !---Liberty 
has long ſince fixed her reſidence amongſt us, the 
triumph of our realm, and the envy of ſurrounding 
nations; where, favoured by the King, and vene- 
rated by the People, ſhe diſpenſes her bleſſings to 
both! Happy, above all, in an eſtabliſhment of 
Religion, adorned, and endeared, with the lenient 
principles of toleration; unſullied with ſuperſtition, 
untarniſhed with the errors of modern infidelity 1 
Thrice happy in a Prince, who is at once the Friend 
of Religion, the Patron of the Church, and the Father 


of his Country; whoſe patriotic and lenient virtues, 


will, we hope, ever ſecure him the firm attachment 
and true affection, of a LovaL and x EE People. 
Wnurx we take this comparative view of the Ne: 
ſtate of our nation, contraſted with that of the ene- 


my, we muſt ſtill fee] happy in the poſſeſſion of 


many invaluable privileges; we -muſt deem our 


burdens light, compared with theirs; and think it | 


e a reaſonable ſervice,” to give-a part of our pro- 


perty to the ſtate, to ſecure the he. -muſt count 
it a privilege to unite heart and hand, as one man, 
in defence of our Religion, our Liberties, and our 
King. We can no leſs than feel grateful to Al- 
mighty God, who has ſaved our ſea-girt iſle from i 
the meditated, and actual, aſſaults of combined 
enemies kept us from the ravages of internal 


l 
commotions;---ſtilled the madneſs of diſaffected 
people. and protected us © with his favourable 
« kindneſs as with a ſhield.” 

AxoTHER obligation hence ariſes, to praiſe : 
So for his PowER. As his goodneſs i is infinite, 
ſo is his power it extends over all. St. John ro- 
preſents it, the object of exalted praiſes, among the 
hierarchies. in Heaven. They there addreſs their 
homage, with rapturous acknowledgments of this 
divine attribute; Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
< receive GLory, and Honovs, and PowRR; for 
« thou haſt created all things; and for thy pleaſure 
ce they are, and were created. As ys © created _ 
te all things by the word of his power,” fo he up- 
holds and governs all things by the ſame invincible 
àttribute. Hz „ ruleth among the kingdoms of 
dee men! He ſubdueth arbitrary Princes He 
| exalterh righteous Kings. The experienced Pfalmiſt . 
ingenuouſly acknowledged, © there is no king ſaved 
r by the multitude of an hoſt: a mighty man is 
* not delivered by much ſtrength:” © the warlike = 
c horſe is a vain thing for ſafety; neither ſhall he 
« deliver any by his great ſtrength.” And hence 
he imbibes this wiſe reſolution---< I will not truſt 
. in my bow, neither ſhall my ſword fave me. 
„ Through THERE will we puſh down our enemies; 
ce through Tay. name will we tread them under, 
e that riſe up againſt us. T Hou haſt ſaved us from 


Ney. iv. 11. 


33 
« our enemies, and haſt put them to ſhame that 
« hated us. In Gop we boaſt all the day long, 
© and PRA18E thy name for ever.” Aſter this illuſ- 
trious example, let us be directed to take ſanctuary 
in ars throne, who is higher than the higheſt; with 


whom are the iſſues of life; who holds the balance 
of juſtice---decides the event of war---and can do 
 Whatfoever pleaſeth him in the armies of earth, and 
among the hoſts of heaven. © He can create, and 
_ © he deſtroy.” And as ſure as there is a Provi- 
dence that governs the world, ſo certain is it, that 
human means albne cannot enſure ſucceſs; and that 
* unleſs the Lord keep the city, the watchmen” 


8 of the ſtate © will wake in vain.” “ 


Lnsxrv, the SurREME Bzixo is to be praiſed | 
5 for his PROVIDENCE. His Providence, which pre- 
ſides over all, has often been manifeſted, and nis 

arm, as it were, made bare, in defence of our land; 
but never more ſo, than in the late glorious and re- 
peated conqueſts, obtained by our fleets, over the . 
combined naval forces of a great and powerful foe. . 
To what other cauſe, than a Providential interfer- 

ence, ſhall we attribute the final victories, which 

we are this day reminded to celebrate with thank- 


fulneſs? Shall we fay, © the wiſdom of our com- 


ce rhanders---the ſolidity of our ſhips---the intre- 
« pidity of our men, has decided for us?” No: — 

| though theſe are acknowledged, and defervedly ap- 
plauded, yet, at beſt, they are but ſecond cauſes: _ 
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and to cofifide in them, i is often worſe chan * 


Z ing---often like repoſing. on a broken reed, when 
1 borne down with the prevailing torrent. So deci- 
"ry | ded, and complete conqueſts could not in reaſor 
| 


have been expected; and can ultimately be reſolved 
into no other. cauſe than a ſignal interpoſition of 
Providence. The Spaniſh fleet amounted to nearly 
_ double the number, and force, of the Engliſh; yet, 
W how glorious was the Britiſh flag! How decided 
f the victory! In our late engagement with the 
Dutch, admitting the forces nearly equal, yet the 
conqueſt cloſed fo deciſively in favour of the Britiſſi 
navy, as could ſcarce have been deemed credible, 
before it was proved by the event.---And, both 
theſe victories, conſidered in conjunction with a 
prior conqueſt obrained over the French fleet, have 
| teemed with the means of ſafety and ſalvation to the 
Britiſh realm. Had the event of war been other- 
wiſe---had the naval forces of the enemy been as 
prevalent as our fleets have been---had God de- 
ſerted us, and © not have been on our ſide”---< they 
e would,” in all probability, c have ſwallowed us up, 
©. when they were fo wrathfully diſpleaſed at us!“ 
And if once ſubdued by an enemy of ſuch acknow- _ 
ledged principles---what are the probable conſe- 
quences?---Our CRurch, our Conſtitution, and 


Þ King, would ſoon ſhare in the fate which recent 
N . | example has furniſhed to poſterity in France; and * 
t ._ ourſelves, our properties, and deareſt rights as Eng- 
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liſhmen, would be implicated and involved in the 
general ruin. But «praiſed be the Lord, who hath 
<« not,” and, I truſt, never will give us © up for 
« a prey” to thoſe reſtleſs inſtigators of war; who 
make a ſcience of pepe countries, and de- 
ſtroying the fair works of che Almighty, on the 
habitable globe! 

LEr us pioufly hope i in Gov, that, as 10d 
fore, he will ſtill go forth with our fleets and armies; 
---that in vain, like the preſumptuous Captain of 
the Aſſyrian empire, who, with pertinacious auda- 
city, braved it over that good prince Hezekiah*--- 
that equally in vain the leaders of the ambitious forces 
of the French fay---< We will croſs the ſeas---we 


„ will humble the Court at St. James s. we will 


« conclude a laſting peace on the banks of the 
cc 'Thames!”---May © HE that ſitteth above the 


.  water-floods, laugh,” '---may HE have their dar- 
ing ſchemes © in Anden May our happy iſland, 
Which has the waters of the great deep for a ſtrong 


defence, have his ſalvation likewiſe © for walls and 
„ bulwarks,” Then will we not be afraid, © though | 
e war ſhould riſe up againſt us; e in this will 
cc we be confident,” humbly hoping, that the 
« God whom we ſerve, will” {till „deliver us,” 
that, *the Lord of Hoſts is s with us, the Gop * 5 
Jacob is our refuge.”  * * 5 
AxD, finally, let us be admoniſhed RELAGIOUSLY * 


* Iſaiah xxxvii. 913) 
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us confide in Him:---Net truſting i in ha * 
our ſtateſmen, the efficacy of our counſels, they Inc 
trepidity of our forces, or the ſecurity of our float» © 


ing bulwarks; not relying on one, or all of theſe; 


 _ POTENCE, which alone can, fave---and, without 

whom, every other counſel muſt prove ineffectual, 
|... . every defence fail, If Gop be for us, who can 
E de sgginſt us?” But if he withhold his guardian 
We Bo 2 « yain is the help of man.” , A few un- 


« * where we would be. 


VS 


„ Taz and; 


y | = _ foreſeen contingencies often defeat the deepeſt laid 
'. — plans, and fruſtrate. the beſt concerted meaſures; 5 
but © the counſel of the Lord ſtandeth faſt for ever.” 
To His, care may we ever commend our cauſe; 
d Q his ear adꝗreſs our prayer. And may the VrssEI 
5 or THE Srarx be ſo ſecurely; and proſperouſſy, 
S oonducted by his SOVEREIGN hand, that we may 
be ſodn ſafely landed in the © * haven” of 40. 


2 


1 
13 
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let us repoſe our confidence in the arm of .Ount- . 


